The Red Room

A Halloween scenario for solo
investigators.

And a tribute to H.G. Wells.

_DONOTREAD
until the end of the scenario

Resolution 1

The three of them make you feel
uncomfortable with their gaunt
silences, their bent carriage, their
evident unfriendliness to you and to one
another. And this night, perhaps, you
are in the mood for uncomfortable
impressions. You resolve to get away
from their vague fore-shadowings of
the evil things upstairs, leaving behind
you the great Red Room of Lorraine
Castle in which the young Duke had
died.

All Investigators end the scenario with
OVP. They may try again.

Set-up

Campaign
Use the Chaos Bag from the Campaign.
Pay 3VP.

Stand Alone
Chaos Bag
+1,0,0,0, 2,8 4, %, 7%

For Hard play, remove the +1 and a 0,
and add s and &

Encounter Set
% Striking Fear

Set-up

< Put the Hearth into play.

< Set aside all other locations.

Put the three Old Servant Enemies into
play at the Hearth. Investigators begin
at the Hearth.

Read the Introduction

DO NOT READ
until the end of the scenario

Resolution 2

You open your eyes in daylight. Your head is
roughly bandaged, and thye man with the withered
hand is watching your face. You look about you
trying to r what has happened, and for a
sgace you cannot recollect. You roll your eyes into
the corner and see the old woman, no longer
abstracted, no longer terrible, pouring out some
drops of medicine from a little blue phial into a
glass. “Where am I?” you say. “I seem to
remember you, and yet I can not remember who
you are.”

They tell you then, and you hear of the haunted
Red Room as one who hears a tale. “We found you
at dawn, " said he, “and there was blood on your
Jforehead and lips.”

You wonder that you had ever disliked them. The
three %them in the daylight seem cnmmnr;{;/ace
old folk enough. The man with the green shade has
his head bent as one who sleeps.

It is very slnw}l})ynu recover the memory of your
experience. “You believe now,” says the old man
with the withered hand, “that the room is
haunted?” He speaks no longer as one who greets
an intruder, but as one who condoles with a friend.

“Yes,” you say, “the room is haunted.”

Multi-player

This scenario can be converted to
multi-player, but it is best played solo.

< Add the Treachery cards from
Midnight Masks to the Encounter
Deck.

< Add a -5 and -7 to the Chaos Bag.
< Only the lead investigator can gain
“I Have Seen Death.”

< Reduce VP earned by one for each
investigator above the first - e.g. 2
investigators get -1 VP.

Easy mode

There is also an Easy/Story play option.
If using this, reduce VP earned by one,
and players cannot gain “I Have Seen
Death”.

" Resolution 2 cont.

“I told you so,” says the old lady, with the glass in her
hand. "It is his poor young countess who was

. frightened—"

“It is not,” you say. “There is neither ghost of earl nor
ghost of countess in that room; there is no ghost there
at all, but worse, far worse, something impalpable—"

“Well?” they say.

“The worst of all the things that haunt poor mortal
men,” you say; “and that is, in all its nakedness—
‘Fear!’ Fear that will not have light nor sound, that
will not bear with reason, that deafens and darkens
and overwhelms. It followed me through the corridor,
it fought against me in the room—"

You stop abruptly. There is an interval of silence. Your
hand goes up to your bandages. “The candles went out
one after another, and I fled—"

Then the man with the shade lifis his face sideways to
see you and speaks.

“That is it,” says he. “I knew that was it. A Power of
Darkness. To put such a curse upon a home! It lurks
there always. You can feel it even in the daytime, even
of a bright summer’s day, in the hangings, in the
curtains, keeping behind you however you face about.
In the dusk it creeps in the corridor and follows you, so
that you dare not turn. It is even as you say. Fear itself
is in that room. Black Fear.... And there it will be... so
long as this house of sin endures.”

Introduction
X«

Stopping at the old house for the night,
you were regaled by the servants with
tales of the haunted room, the room
they dare not spend a night within...

DO NOT READ
until the end of the scenario

Resolution 3
Two Months Later ...

He walked down the chilly, echoing
passage. The door of the Red Room and the
steps up to it were in a shadowy corner.
The scene of his vigil, the great Red Room
of Lorraine Castle, in which the young
uke had died; or rather in which he had
begun his dying, for he had opened the
door and fallen headlong down the steps.
There were other and older stories that
clung to the room, back to the half-
incredible beginning of it all, the tale of a
timid wZe and the tragic end that came to
her husband’s jest of frightening her. And

ti}; stillness of desolation brooded over it
all.

He moved his candle from side to side in
order to see clearly the nature of the recess
in which he stood, before opening the door.
Here it was, thought he, that my
predecessor was?ound, and the memory of
that story gave him a sudden twinge nfy
apprehension...
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The three of them make you feel uncomfortable with their “The long, drafty subterranean passage is chilly and dusty, Red Room P— Resign

gaunt silences, their bent carriage, their evident
unfriendliness to you and to one another. And that night,
I perhaps, you are in the mood for uncomfortable impressions. =

and your candle flares and makes the shadows cower and
quiver.”
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“The echoes ring up and down the spiral staircase, and a
shadow comes sweeping up after you, and another flees
before you into the darkness overhead.”

“You find the remoter darkness of the place and its perfect
stillness too stimulating for the imagination. The echoing of
the stir and crackling of the fire is no sort of comfort. ol
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Haunting Doom
immediately attach to one Tower

Location in play.

abay.com

When Doom would be added to any card, add it -

to this location.
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Dancing Shadows
Attach to one Tower location.

is the number of Doom on this location (begin
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Scenar

genda. Either drop all your
Resolution 1

clues at your current location or

Add one clue to your current
suffer one Horror.

investi

the Re

on the Red Room location.

location.

A

® -X where X is equal to current Act.
incapacitated receive Victory points
investigators “survived the Red Room
of Lorraine Castle”. If an investigator
survived without taking a trauma, they
may pay 5 VPs from this adventure (if
they earned them) to add the Permanent
“I Have Seen Death” to their deck.

equal to that Act-1.
Note in your Campaign log, that the

Victory Points equal to the Victory

Investigators who resigned receive
Pile. Investigators who were

™ -X where X is equal to current
A -X where X is equal to the
Investigators receive no VP.
Resolution 2

Campaign

Now read page 8: Final Thoughts
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old WOnian 2

Old Servant

“The man with the shade became aware of my presence for
the first time, and threw his head back for a moment, and
sidewise, to see me. I caught a momentary glimpse of his eyes,
small and bright and inflamed. Then he began to cough and =
splutter again.”

“You believe now, ” said the old man with the withered hand,
“that the room is haunted?”’ He spoke no longer as one who

“You roll your eyes into the corner and see the old woman, no
greets an intruder, but as one who condoles with a friend.

longer abstracted, no longer terrible, pouring out some drops
of medicine from a little blue phial into a glass.”
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Permanent

Limit: one per deck. When you would add a Weakness
to your deck from any source, you may instead remove
1 Have Seen Death from your deck permanently.

“Fear that will not have light nor sound,
that will not bear with reason, that deafens and darkens and
overwhelms. It followed me through the corridor, it fought against
me in the room—""
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Rules Clarifications
< When § is drawn, if you pass the
roll, investigators drop the clues before

performing the action. This can cause
when it states “X Candles are lit”, X is

(not an error) represent lit candles, so
the number of clues.
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< Clues placed on the Agenda during
play are not removed when the Agenda
flips: they continue to the next Agenda.
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